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Essay Two: Yang 

 

Background: 
In his essay, “Paper Tigers,” Wesley Yang reflects on the issues of ethnicity, race (and even 

stereotypes) and perceptions of success among Asian Americans and within general American 

society.    

 

 

Assignment: 
With Yang’s essay in mind, reflect on your ethnicity, race and social/economic class.  Also think 

about people, especially those you know, who are of a different ethnicity, race and 

social/economic class.   

 

How do race and ethnicity limit economic potential? What does race cost? What relation is 

there between race, ethnicity and social class? How do race and ethnicity offer advantages 

and disadvantages for individuals? 

 

Use Yang as a “lens” to analyze the impact that race and ethnicity have on socioeconomic class 

and a person’s ability to succeed in life.  Also consider what Yang overlooks or does not take 

into consideration.   

 
Note: The questions asked (bolded) are meant to help you think about the topic as a whole.  You should 

not attempt to answer each one in your essay. 

 

Remember, in order to have focus and clarity in your essay, you need to think about the topic, 

the questions asked and then decide what your views are on this issue.  Carefully consider your 

supporting points and examples.   

 

 

Formatting and Requirements:  
 Your essay should be: 

o  3-4 pages in length  

o double-spaced 

o Times New Roman font 

o 1-inch margins (on all sides) 

o Your name, my name, class and date in the upper left corner of the 1st page 

 Format your essay according to MLA guidelines (see above). 

 You must use quotes from the reading to support your argument 

,   
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Dates to Keep in Mind: 
Wednesday, June 8  Receive prompt and begin brainstorming in class 

 

Monday, June 13   Rough draft of introduction/ introductory paragraph due.  

Bring 3 copies for peer editing 

 

Wednesday, June 15  Entire rough draft due.  Bring 2 copies for peer editing. 

 

Friday, June 17  See me during office hours for help (9:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.) 

 

Monday, June 20  Final draft due!  Include rough/peer edited drafts. 

  

 

 

For Writing Assistance: 
 See me during office hours for help with specific questions regarding your essay 

 Visit the FAU Writing Center for in-person writing assistance. 

http://www.fau.edu/UCEW/ 

 For online writing information, visit the Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL) 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 

 

 

 

Criteria for Evaluation: 
 Argument: Argument directly and fully answers the prompt; is clearly stated early in the 

paper; is original, compelling and logical, avoiding absolute claims 

 Evidence: Appropriate amount of relevant, accurate, and justifiably interpreted 

quotation. Quotations are thoroughly introduced, explained, analyzed, and connected to 

argument/other texts. Possible counter-arguments are considered. 

 Organization: Paragraphs maintain argumentative focus, exclude extraneous 

information, appear in a logical order, and transition smoothly. Introduction sets forth 

argument and goals of essay. Conclusion opens up avenues for future research. 

 Audience: Consistent, academic tone. Appropriate amount of contextual information, 

anticipating audience questions. Addresses significant issues and makes them important 

to audience. 

 Grammar and Format: Errors in grammar, spelling, and usage limited or non-existent. 

Correct MLA format, including proper quotation citation. 

 

http://www.fau.edu/UCEW/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/

